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Please note: the monthly Area Newsletter is now available via the Brentwood Ramblers website  

  
Chair’s Notes  
  
It’s quite difficult to produce a newsletter when so little activity has been allowed during lockdown!  However, 

Ruth, our Newsletter Editor, has managed to put together this edition which I hope you’ll find interesting and 

informative.  

  

We managed a few group walks in December, before the third national lockdown was announced.  On the 

day we should have been enjoying our usual Christmas lunch at Bentley Golf Club, 15 of us sat outside the 

clubhouse eating our sandwiches in the sunshine in the middle of a relatively mud free walk led by Chris.  
Let’s hope that in December 2021 we will be inside once again with a large number of our members.  Chris is 

hoping to reserve a date once the Club reopens.  

  

The Footpath Maintenance Team also met several times in December, clearing some very overgrown paths 

and putting up waymarkers, mostly in Doddinghurst.  
  

In December we held our AGM and elected a new Committee which is slightly smaller than last year.  Jane 

Marr retired as Membership Secretary and the role has been filled by Frankie Carpenter who was already on 

the Committee.  Jane has done a great job over the last few years and has resolved a lot of problems with 

the RA membership database so that the role is more straightforward than it was when she took it on.  

  

Likewise, Mike Wheatley resigned as Tuesday Rambles Secretary and the role was filled by reshuffling 

responsibilities of existing Committee members. Colin Banner is Tuesday Rambles Secretary and Lorraine 

Hayward is Sunday Rambles Secretary.  
  

We have vacancies for new members of the Committee and would welcome volunteers to join us.  If you’re 

interested please don’t hesitate to come forward.  Anyone wishing to attend a Committee meeting to see 
how things work would be very welcome.  At the moment it’s a Zoom meeting but, hopefully, we’ll meet in 

person later in the year.  

  

We have not produced a Walks Programme for April to July but will attempt to do so as soon as it becomes 

clear when group walks can be restarted.  Once again, all information will be published on our Website rather 

than in a printed programme, so that we can respond to changes more easily.  
Geoff Sharman  
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News and Views  
  

Essex Area AGM 2021  

The AGM took place on 10 February by Zoom and was attended by about 43 people.  I’m sure there will be a 
more detailed report issued by Area, but I thought I’d list a few issues which represent my personal take on 
the key points.  
  

A new Committee was elected with David Radford taking over from Gordon Bird as Chair.  Gordon’s success 

in the role over the last 3 years was widely acknowledged by the members present and especially by the 

representatives from Central Office.  

  

It was agreed that Essex Area will support a submission by West Essex Group to the Corporation of London 

objecting to the scale of charges proposed for parking in Epping Forest.  It is recognised that organisations 
struggle to raise funds and that parking charges are inevitable.  However, there is a case for minimising the 

impact on walkers by having something like an off-peak long stay rate or a season ticket for groups.  

Commuter parking would be discouraged whilst use of the Forest for exercise would remain affordable.  

  

It was acknowledged that Epping Forest is not the only place of concern and that similar charges are proposed 
in Chelmsford and already exist in Brentwood Country Parks.  

  

Alan Goffee reported progress in discussions with Essex Highways to improve the process for dealing with 
crops planted on footpaths.  Hopefully we will see these problems being addressed before crops have grown 

to the point where the paths are impassable.  

  

Len Bannister and Ian Glen reported on the PPA scheme which saw over 50% of Essex Parishes adopted by 

August 2020, but with little progress in recruiting PPAs since then.  The scheme will be relaunched in March 

this year in the hope of getting greater coverage.  There has been a large increase in the number of faults 
reported to Essex Highways and it has been surprising how many of our PRoWs are in need of attention.  

  

Finally, there was presentation by Kate Ashbrook, Chair of Ramblers’ Trustees, which was quite interesting as 

she has a long track record of campaigning for access to the countryside. There is an interesting short 

biography on the RA website if anyone doesn’t know her background and would like more information.  

  

Kate’s presentation addressed the issues raised by the questions which had been submitted and I’ll try to 

summarise the key points, although not necessarily in the right order!  

  

Kate recognised that RA membership comprise those who simply want to enjoy walking and those who are 
enthusiastic about improving access (or, of course, both). We need to ensure we appeal to all interests to 

increase membership.  

  

Central Office is planning a trial “reactivation campaign” by making personal contact with some people whose 

membership has lapsed in the last 3 years to try to find the reasons and encourage them to rejoin.  

  

The success of the Lost Ways project was highlighted in terms of the identification stage although the work 

of trying to reinstate them is only just beginning.  RA’s first venture in crowd funding has raised £70k which 

illustrates the extent to which this project has registered with the public and attracted support.  
  

The Agriculture Act 2020 sets out, amongst other things, the Government’s approach to subsidies for 

landowners in the future.  The Act allows for payments based on improved access, but the detail is yet to be 
defined.  One of the RA key objectives is to ensure that the changes benefit walkers.  It is possible that 

improving access could be defined, for example, as holding open days for schoolchildren, rather than the 

general right/ability to walk that we require.  
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It was pointed out that RA needs to work collaboratively with other interest groups in order to maximise the 

chances of success when lobbying Government.  This, of course, includes cyclists and horse riders!  

  

RA also favours a strong system of inspection and penalties for landowners who obstruct PRoWs.  If access 
subsidies have been granted, then they should be reclaimed if access is restricted by the same landowner.  

  

The Environment Bill is another key focus for RA which is lobbying to ensure that access is included.  

  

The Conservative Party manifesto at the last election contained a clause about making trespass a criminal 

offence.  RA will work to ensure that any proposals do not put people at risk of criminal prosecution simply 
for walking in the countryside.  

  

RA is working with CPRE to ensure that changes to the planning system in England incorporate protections 
for PRoWs which may be impacted by new developments.  

  

Finally, if I understood correctly, Kate said there are examples of Groups which have incorporated path 

inspection into some of their group walks . This might be something for our Committee to consider as a way 

of recruiting more PPAs by giving people the opportunity to see what is involved.  

Geoff Sharman  

  
Just a Slip  

It was the first day of my walking holiday.  I was alone in mountainous country but I was happy with my 
compass, map and new guide book of walks. The surly warden at the hostel had said that walk number 10 

was just the walk for a Sassenach.  I started at the bridleway finger post.  
  

After half an hour I consulted the guide book.  A previously unseen erratum slip fluttered from the book.  It 

read: “In walk 10, page 18, line 9, after the words ‘AT THE CLIFF EDGE TURN’ delete the word ‘RIGHT’ and 

substitute the word ‘LEFT’.  Have a nice day”.  

John Scannell   

  

Happy Memories  

This winter has been wet, cold and miserable.  Lockdown has meant we have been stuck indoors, wishing we 

were out on group winter walks.  Here’s just a taste of what we have missed.  (No prizes for the best captions).   

  
Keep warm!  

Chris Green  
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.  

  

Chris Green  

  

    
Footpath Secretary  
  
December and January have been quiet due to Covid restrictions and bad weather.   Rain and snow have 

made walking conditions difficult; hopefully things will improve as we get closer to spring.  It is pleasing to 

note Essex Highways have addressed many of the defects reported as part of the Parish Path Adopter 

programme, in particular I have noticed finger posts have been replaced, paths cleared of obstructions and 

way markers installed. There have been no further diversion orders.  

Gordon Bird  
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Footpath Working Party - The Brentwood Bramblers  
  
Because of the pandemic restrictions during November and again from mid-December, which are still ongoing 

at the time of writing, not much maintenance has been done.  

  

We have installed in Herongate/Ingrave a single handrail on a footbridge on footpath 312 - 50 and also in the 

same area did some footpath clearing on 7 December.  

  

On 14 December we installed four waymarker posts in Navestock.   We were fortunate to be able to park our 

cars in a private driveway with kind permission of the nearby house.  We took 2 waymarker posts and installed 

them at the junction of footpath 277 - 31/34; the area was a bit flooded at the time.  In the opposite direction 
we took the other 2 waymarker posts and one was installed at the junction of footpath 277 - 60/45 and the 

other was installed just beyond Little Bower Farm on footpath 277 – 60.    

  

Anyone wishing to join the Bramblers Maintenance Team please contact me via the Contact Us Tab on this 

Website.  

 
Footpath clearing and wildlife  There have been some comments by members on disturbing the habitats of 

the wildlife.  When Essex Highways ask us to clear a footpath for them, we do need to clear any growth back 
by up to a minimum width.   It is just unfortunate the growth on footpaths should have happened in the first 

place because of lack of maintenance, partly due to the current pandemic situation.   Hopefully our 

maintenance team will be able to continue with footpath clearing soon.  
Miles Cooper  

  

  

Webmaster’s Notes  
  

The Route Mapping Tool from the Ramblers is now fully available on the Website and can be accessed via 
Walks and then Route Planning.  This could be a useful tool for those people who do not have access to any 

Mapping Programs like Memory Map or OS Maps etc, as it allows you to plan a Walk and print it.  I suggest 

that you read the Mapping Help Site Notes before you start.  

  

The map is based on Open Street Maps but you can select Ordnance Survey and then Zoom In (use the scroll 

wheel) to view it first in 1:50,000, and then further to 1:25,000.  I have set the map to centre around 
Brentwood, but you are able to view the maps for the whole country.  I suggest that you move the map 

around initially to display the area you require, before Selecting OS and Zooming In.  

  

There is a Smart Routing Feature which works OK in some cases, but because the Base Map is Open Street 

Map, it sometimes does its own thing.  The secret is not to use too large a section and if it goes wrong, click 

“Delete Last Point” and then switch to Manual Mode.  

  

    

Interesting Feature:  If you right-click on a place to get the location details, the What3Word element is also 
given.  This will be useful for specifying future Walk Start Points as What3Words (download the App) will 

eventually become the De-Facto way of specifying destinations and it is already available via lots of Satnav 

Programs.  

  

If you need any help, don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Steve Johnson  

  

https://www.brentwoodramblers.org.uk/contact-us.html
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Bookable and Forthcoming Events 
 

Holidays 2021: Just a reminder that the holidays postponed from last year are: 

Dovedale (Summer) 
Cromer (Autumn) 
 

Editor’s Notes     
Thank you to all our contributors for this edition and I’m very pleased to welcome John Scannell to the 

Newsletter.  If you would like to submit an article, please contact me via the Contact Us Tab on this website.  
Do have a look at the Website for lots more photos.  

Ruth Hannon  

  

PLEASE NOTE!  In view of the fact that occasionally we have had to cancel walks through adverse weather 
conditions and move a start point of another walk for other reasons PLEASE note our advice at the beginning 
of the programme and phone the leader of the walk if you have any doubts about it taking place. We do try 
to warn you of any changes via email, on the website or by announcements on walks, but it is not always 
possible to ensure that all our members are informed.  Apologies for any inconvenience caused.   

  

Health and Safety  
Please see Link to the Ramblers website 

 
 

 

  

  

  
   
  

  

  

    

  

  
   
  

https://www.brentwoodramblers.org.uk/contact-us.html
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice.aspx

